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SIR, 


S I hear there is à Bill relative to the Linnen 
and Hempen Manufactures of this Kingdom, 
under the preſent Conſideration of ſome Gentlemen, in 
order to be laid before Parliament, I have preſumed to 
make a few obſervations on the Conduct and Ma- 
nagement of the former, and alſo to add ſome Queries 
on that Head which I take the Liberty of addreſſing 
to you, and I hope, Sir, that if the Contents are wor- 
thy your Attention, or may be ſerviceable to the Pub- 
lick, hey will meet with your Protection. I expect 
that the greateſs Part of it will he cenſured by thoſe 
who are prejudiced at every Thing but what comes 
from themſelves, or in other Words, what may pro- 
mote their own private Ends; therefore I am the leſs 
uneaſy at the Objeftions of ſuch Men, but when I ad- 
dreſs to you, I ſpeak to a Perſon well known to be a 
ſincere and true Lover of bis Country and an honeſt Man. 
Jam your moſt obedient Servant. 
8 Nov, 1745. 


ON THE 


| Preſent State of the LIN NEN- 


MANUFACTURE of Ireland, &c. 


S8 the Linnen Manufacture is the Portion 
| A or the Staple Commodity allotred to this 


Kingdom to improve upon: The writer 
of this Paper having conceived an Opinion 
that ſome of the Maſures we are purſuing relating 
thereto are blameable and deſtructive of the Good 
of the Commonwealth, hath with great Freedom 
undertaken to publiſh his Sentiments in an Affair of 
ſo great Moment; being fully perſuaded in his Mind, 
that all our Thoughts and Endeavours ſhould tend 
to the Good and Welfare of the Country to which 
we belong, and that even where Abilities are want- 
ing, the very Intentions are at leaſt commendable, 
where the View is ſolely to promote and enlarge 
Trade which is ſo great an inſtrument of publick 
Happineſs. 
What led him into this Train of Thought and 
encouraged him to publiſn them in Print, is Part of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's Speech, at the 
opening of this Parliament, whoſe memorable Words 


he humbly takes the Liberty to inſert; My Lords 
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SIR, 
AS I hear there is a Bill relative to the Linnen 
and Hempen Manufactures of this Kingdom, 


under the preſent Conſideration of ſome Gentlemen, in 
order to be laid before Parliament, 1 have preſumed to 


maße a few obſervations on the Conduct and Ma- 


nagement of the former, and alſo to add ſome Queries 
on that Head which 1 take the Liberty of adareſſmg 
10 you, and I hope, Sir, that if the Contents are wor- 
thy your Attention, or may be ſerviceable to the Pub- 
lick, they will meet with your Protection. I expect 
that the greateſt Part of it will he cenſured by thoſe 
who are prejudiced at every Thing but what comes 


from themſelves, or in other Words, what may pro- 


mote their own private Ends; therefore I am the leſs 
uneaſy at the Objections of ſuch Men, but when I ad- 
dreſs to you, I ſpeak to a Perſon well known to be a 
ſincere and true Lover of bis Country and an honeſt Man. 
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3 J am your moſt obedient Servant. 
8 Nov. 1745. 


REMARKS 


ON THE 


Preſent State of the LINNEN- 


ManuFacTURE of Ireland, &c. 


| S the Linnen Manufacture is the Portion 
A or the Staple Commodity allotted to this 
Kingdom to improve upon : The writer 
of this Paper having conceived an Opinion 
that ſome of the Mcaſures we are purſuing relating 
thereto are blameable and deſtructive of the Good 
of the Commonwealth, hath with great Freedom 
undertaken to publiſh his Sentiments in an Affair of 
ſo great Moment; being fully perſuaded in his Mind, 
that all our Thoughts and Endeavours ſhould tend 
to the Good and Welfare of the Country to which 
we belong, and that even where Abilities are want- 
ing, the very Intentions are at leaſt commendable, 
where the View is ſolely to promote and enlarge 
Trade which is ſo great an inſtrument of publick 
Happineſs. "NEE 
What led him into this Train of Thought and 
encouraged him to publiſh them in Print, is Part of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's Speech, at the 
opening of this Parliament, whoſe memorable Words 
he humbly takes the Liberty to inſert; My Lords 
=. « and 
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e and Gentlemen, It is with the greateſt Satis- 
faction, that I hear of the preſent flouriſhing 
„State of your Linnen Manufacture, and I moſt 
5 earneſtly recommend to you the Care and Im- 
<- provement of ſo valuable a Branch of your Trade, 
let not its Proſperity produce Negligence, and 
let it never be ſuppoſed to be brought to its ut- 
* moſt; Extent or Perfection. Trade has always 
* been the beſt Support of all Nations, and the 
principal Care of the Wiſeſt.” For which whole- 
ſome Advice, his Excellency is moſt juſtly intitled 
to the hearty Thanks of all thoſe who wiſh and 
endeavour to promote the Happineſs of this poor 
Kingdom, diſtreſſed by the Luxury of the Great, 
and almoſt ruined by the Slothtulneſs of the Poor. 
Cou'd we but baniſh theſe two reigning Vices, it 
wou'd certainly be in our Power to make this Country 
great and flouriſhing. But it is impoſſible to pro- 
cure Credit in Trade, where the Rich are actuated 
by a ſelfiſn mean Spirit, and the Poor indulged 
in Frauds; or permitted to live in Indolency and 
Lazineſs. | We 

It is the Advantage of a trading Nation, that 
there are few ſo dull in it, who may not be placed 
in Stations of Life, which may give them an Op- 
portunity of making Fortunes, or at leaſt of main- 
taining themſelves. For a well regulated Trade 
and a free open Commerce is not like Law, Phy- 
ſick or Divinity, to be overſtocked with Hands, 
but on the contrary, flouriſhes by Multitudes, and 
gives Employment to all its Profeſſors. - 

As we then are in Poſſeſſion of conſiderable Ap- 
pointments for encouraging and extending the Lin- 
nen Manufactures of this Kingdom, and enjoy his 
moſt ſacred Majeſty's Royal Countenance and Pro- 
tection; and the reiterated Promiſes of his Excel- 
lent Repreſentative to aid and aſſiſt us, in what- 
ever may be of Advantage to us, let us in an honeſt 
judicious Way, make the moſt we can, of theſe 

FEA Privileges, 
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Privileges, and not ſuffer the ſordid Intereſt of a 
few, to be put in a Ballance with the good of the 
whole Nation. 

It remains a Diſpute amongſt Men very conver- 
ſant in Trade and Manufactures, (which was never 
yet decided) whether the Woollen or the Linnen 
Manufacture, afforded more Profit to their Profeſ- 
ſors and Dealers, or employed more Hands to carry 
them on ; let us therefore ceaſe to be murmuring at 
or vainly hankering after the Staple Commodity of 
England, which they never will .yield us : Nor let 
it be ſaid, that we act like ſordid Miſers, who are 
always coveting and deſiring what they have not, 
and wilfully neglect to make a proper uſe of what 
they have. 

As Flax then is productive of ſuch great Bleſ- 
ſings, and the Parent of our national Improvements, 
and that Inſtances might be produced of ſeveral 


Countries who have been relieved out of very greac 


Diſtreſſes, and enriched only by raiſing and manu- 
facturing of this uſeful Plant, and above all, as it 
is the product of our own Lands, and that as we 


are moſt of us ſenſible of its great Utility; let it 
merit our Attention, and give the Propagators of it, 


all the Encouragement we can poſlibly beſtow, 


for from hence, alone, it is hoped we ſhall in 


Time rejoice in the plentiful Fruits of ſmiling 
Induſtry. 


There are Lands in this Kingdom praper for 


Flax, more than ſufficient to nouriſh all its inha- 


bitants, the Ground never cealing to produce her 
Fruits, 1f Induſtry be, not wanting ; the Earth like 
a tender Mother multiplies her Gifts according to 


the number of her Children, if they deſerve her Fa- 


vours, by their Labour: And the more numerous 


Men are in a Country, provided they be laborious, 


and have a vent for their Manufactures the more 
Plenty they enjoy, 


As 


(6) 

As an Inſtance of the Fertility of the Lands of 
Ireland, it is a Truth well known and ſenſibly felt 
by the Linnen Board, that there were near 18000 
Barrels of Flax- eed received at their Stores in Ma- 
ter ford, c. for the Service of the Year 1745, viz. 


At Waterford 


— 158 Barrels 


At Limerick + — 3861 
At Carlow — 1354 
At Cork — — : 6co 
At 9/1g0 „ 83 
At Dublin — — 2833 


7 


Total 17889 


And if the Seed which were rejected at the ſaid 
Stores, as unmerchantable, was to be included, the 
Quantity wou'd be above 22,000 Barrels. Now 
the Produce of Seed, expected by Men ſkilled in 
Flax Huſbandry, and who regard their Produce of 
Flax, more than their Crop of Seed, is in a medium 
three Barrels to an Acre of Land, ſo that in a round 


Number 8000Acres or nearly hath been employed in 


railing the ſaid Quantity of Seed. 

It is likewiſe computed by Men of Skill, that 
every Acre of Land properly ſown, and carefully 
managed, will in a medium yield four hundred 
Weight of braked and ſcutched Flax, that is, Flax 
ready prepared for the Market or the Hackle ; fo 
that by this Computation 8000 Acres will bring 1600 
Tons of Flax: And further, this Quantity of Ma- 
terial, will afford a Year's Employment to 48000 
People, according to a Calculation, publiſhed by 
the Dublin Society, and printed in the Year 1732. 

But now we come to a very diſagreeable Scene 
when we are to enquire and examine, how ſmall 
a Part of the above mentioned Produce is prepared 


for Uſe and how little Flax of native Growth, is 
to 


4 
to be found in any Place or Market in this Kingdom; 
or what inconſiderable Manufactures are carried on 
in the afore- mentioned Counties where Flax is chiefly 
raiſed, theſe Enquiries make a lamentable Di covery, 
and points out to us, how wretchedly carcleſs we 
are, and have been of the publick Good, to ſuffer 
the moſt valuable and moſt beneficial Part of our 
Product in Flax Huſbandry, to be careleſsly neg- 
| lected, nay, to periſh and rot. 
The very worſt Flax that grows, provided it is 
tanken Care of, may be wrought into ſome other Sort 
of Goods, that will bring Money : and is well known 
that Iriſh Flax, that grows on good and well pre- 
pared Land, and is duly manufactured, far exceeds 
any Flax imported here, and makes a finer, beau- 
tifuller, and a more durable Cloth. 

Then what Injuſtice it is to our Country, nay, 
what amazing Stupidity and Scandal it 1s, that we 
are obliged to purchaſe this Commodity from 
Foreigners, to ſupply our Wants, and to pay as 
we this Day do, 50 J. a Tun for Flax, which in ge- 
neral is no better than our own wou'd be, provided 
our Sced were honeſtly and judiciouſly ſown, and 
the Flax properly manufactured. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing all this in many Parts both of Munſter and Lein— 
ſter as is credibly reported, this moft valuable Ma- 
terial is ſuffered to rot in the Haggart, or uſed for 
Litter for Horſes and other Cattle, nay, it is even 
ſaid that they bake Bread and thatch Houſes with 
it after they have taken off the Seed. 

Thus by woful Experience we find that the well 
conceried Scheme for raiſing of Flax and thereby 
enabling us to imploy our indolent Poor, and in- 


creaſe our Trade and Manufactures is by artful de- 


ſigning Men, who value not what becomes of the 
Country provided they can make Money, turned 
into Jobbs, and entirely defeated ; for inſtead of pro- 
ducing us Flax which would be ſo beneficial, and 
what we fo much want, hath by wicked ſiſter 

fs, 


(3) 
Arts, overſtocked the Nation with Seed, and that 
of the worft ſort ; this Redundancy we muſt ſell, 
and as it is only fit for oy], there will be a Loſs of 
above two thirds of the prime Coſt. 


To make good this Charge, and to make theſe 
Aſſertions more obvious, it will be neceſſary to 


let you into the ſecret Practices both of Farmers 
and Contractors. The Farmers find means to get 
Flax- ſeed, but by whoſe Intereſt I cannot ſay. This 
they ſow on poor worn out Lands, conſequently with 
no other View, than getting a great increaſe of Seed ; 
and Experience has taught them by ſowing their 
Seed thin, on ſuch Lands (for they ſow two Acres 
at leaſt, with a Barrel of Seed) the Produce will be 
from 8 to 10 Barrels, which is about thrice as much 
as when ſown honeſtly and judiciouſly: For the 
poor Land produces a very ſhort Flax, much forked 


and full of Seed pods, theſe conſequently ripen 


early, requires little Care or Labour, and yields great 
Increaſe, whereas Seed ſown on rich Land duly pre- 
pared and with a View of producing Flax, (as was 
before obſerved) has the contrary Effect by bring- 


ing a fine Jong well ſkinned Flax and but few Pods, 


and of Courſe but little Seed. 

As for the Contractors they are commonly Men 
of Importance, and have Intereſt ſufficient to en- 
gage themſelves and to recommend others : As for 
themſelves it is reported, they will enter into Con- 


tract with the Linen Board for ſowing perhaps 20, 


30 or 40 Barrels of Flax-ſeed, for which they 


pay in Leinſter 10 5. and in Munſter and Connaught 55. 


a Barrel, the Board obliging themſelves to take back 


double the Quantity contracted for, and to pay them 
22 5. per Barrel on the Delivery thereof at their Stores, 


It is further ſaid, that ſome of theſe Contractors do 


not fow one Grain of the ſaid Seed themſelves, but 


ſend for their Farmers and Cotters to whom they 


deliver out the Seed to ſow, who not only engage 


to do ſo but likewiſe to pay the Charge the Con- 
e We hs tractor 
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tractor has been at in obtaining the Seed, and to de- 
liver him back ſuch a Quantity of his Produce as 
they can agree upon, and what will anſwer to fulfil 
his Contract: And this he may afford to do, by 
practiſing the afore-mentioned artful and fraudulent 
Methods of procuring a treble Increaſe. For if he 
can raiſe $ or 10 Barrels for every one that he ſows, 
he is a ſufficient Gainer, afrer he has fulfilled his 
Agreement with the Contractor who likewiſe gets 
the Profit of what Seed 1s delivered on Contra& 
without a Shilling laid out; and the Farmer has 
the Advantage of 2 3s. per Barrel for as much Seed 
as he delivers in.. | 

It will be no Wonder then that all thoſe who are 
thus enriched by theſe ſcandalous and deſtructive 
Practices, ſhould be found to make a Noiſe and 
Clamour againſt the diſcontinuing the Incouragement 
hitherto given for Flax-ſeed, when an Acre of Land 
not intrinſically worth 65s. ſhall by theſe Manage- 
ments with one ploughing and two Buſhels of Seed, 
produce a Crop of 4 or 5 Barrels which gives them 
about 5/7. when an Acre of good Land ſown with 
Wheat, according to Mr. Pearſon's account in his 
Treatiſe of Tillage will not bring 40 5. clear Profit, 
altho* they have been at the Expence of four Plough- 
ings. 

But this is not all the Miſchief that accrues from 
theſe baneful and ſelfiſh Practices, for the Seed thus 
produced, propagates it's like, and ſo entails upon 
us a Succeſſion of bad Seed, and conſequently bad 
Flax. 
Ihe JriþFlax-ſeed received by the Linnen Board 
and ſent to the North, has already got a very bad 
Character there, and that very juſtly, for the Rea- 
ſons aforeſaid, and the various Mixtures it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily conſiſt of, for the chief Aim of the Nor- 
thern People is to produce fine long Flax, which 
many of. them water green, in order to obtain it; 
and the Southern People act quite the reverſe, for 
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they mind nothing ſo much as the great Increaſe of 
Seed. | | 
The Linnen Board has ever been endeavouring to 
promote the Linnen Manufacture in all its Bra ches, 
_ bur eſpecially by furniſhing as much Flax-ſeed an- 
nually, as their Fund wou'd allow; but ſince the 
Parliament was pleaſed to vote a certain Sum to be 
appropriated for its further Encouragement, they | 
have diſtributed 6000 Barrels of ſaid Seed every 
Year which they imported either from Holland or 
Aduſcovy ; but meeting with ſeveral ſevere Loſſes, 
by Shipwrecks, and many other Diſappointments, by 
contrary Winds, Froſts, &c. in coming from thence, 
they came to a Reſolution to attempt the raiſing ſuch _ 

a. unge in this Kingdom as to be ſufficient to 
ſupply all our Demands, and to encourage Flax- 
Huſbandry, they propoſed to give 75. a Buſhel, 
which was equal to the Price foreign Seed ſtood 
them in, provided they delivered it at the Ports 
of Dublin, Waterford, Cork or Limerick; but not- 
withſtanding they had the Seed gratis and 75. a 
Buſhel, it had but ſlender Effect, till the Year 1738, 
and ſince that Time, there has been an Increaſe, as 
under, vix. os 


. Barrels. 
Raiſed in Anno 1738 for the Service of 1739 13322 
„Ditto in — — 1739 for — 1740 —— 3072 7 
Ditto in —— 1740 for — 1741 —— 3810 
Ditto in —— 1741 for —— 1742 —— 3841 © 
Dirto in —— 1742 for —— 1743 —— $817 | 
Ditto in —— 1743 for — 1744 —— 14820 
Ditto in —— 1744 for —— 1745 —— 17889 


Total received in the above 7 Years is 52249 
From which if we ſubſtract the Product of} 1 | 
the firſt four Years which was only Fob 3 


The z laſt fatal Years has exceeded the iſt. N. 984 | 
© Four by DE OT I e 


N. B. This 


611 
N. B. This Account is taken from a Paper given 
in at the Board by a Rt. Hon. Gentleman, who is a 
worthy Member and undoubtedly is genuine. 
The above-mentioned monſtrous Increaſe of Flax- 
Seed the 3 laſt Years, hath loaded the Linen Board 
with a heavy Debt, inſomuch that they found them- 


ſelves neceſſitated to lay 55. a Barre] on the Seed 


which uſed to be given gratis, and to diſpoſe of the 
Remainder as well as they cou'd : The Sale of 
ſuch Parcels, as were diſpoſed of in Dublin, with 


an Eſtimate of the Loſs tne Board ſuſtained thereby 


is as follows, vi. | 
J. 6. d. 

To 2500 Barrels fold Mr. Thomas 
Finlay the 18th. of Feb. 1743 atę 1250 © 
10 5. per Barrel loſs 

To 780 Barrels fold Mr. Hugh Whit? 

the 25th. of Feb. 1743, at 105. 399 ©O 
per Barrel loſs 

To 1600 Barrels of old Seed fold Mr. 
Fobn Gaven the 18th. of March 
1743, at 2258. per Barrel loſs. 

To 223 Barrels fold in Dublin by 
Cant in March and April 1744, "= 158 17 
about 145. 3 d. a Barrel loſs 

To 2000 Barrels ſold Meſſ. Finlay and 
Foery by Cant the 1oth Day of Sep. > 1604 © 
1747, at 165. + per Barrel loſs 


Total loſs £1 62 37 9 | 


As there now lies at Newry, Belfaſt and Derry, up- 


wards of 4000 Barrels more yet to be diſpoſed of, 


and as a great Part thereof is known to be damni- 
fied and therefore can't be expected to ſell as well 
as that which is fold, we may conclude there will be 
a Lofs of at leaſt 185. a Barrel, which will amount to 
3600 J. fo that the whole Loſs by the ſaid Seed will 
be 8762 1. and upwards, and if we add the Lofs 
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ſuſtained this Year by the Seed fold at Waterford, 
Limerick and Carlow, and the other Expences at- 
tending the ſame, it will certainly amount to upwards 
of 10,000). 

Thus burthened by Loſſes, and conſequently 
ſaddled with Debt, we are in a moſt melancholy 
S tuation, and can expect no Relief but by export- 
ing our Surplus Seed, having no Mills in this 
Kingdom to work 1t up for Oyl, which is the only 
Thing it is fit for; neither if we had, have we a 
Vent here for as much Oyl as ſo great Quantities of 

' Seed would produce ; Therefore if we proceed in 
theſe ruinous Practices we muſt continue to ſuffer the _ 
above-mentioned Loſſes : beſides loading the Nation 
with a Premium of 4s. a Barrel, which by Act of 

Parliament is paid out of the Cuſtom-houſe on Ex- | 


portation. | 
Thus much it is hoped may ſuffice to let us de- 
monſtrably ſee our Errors, and ſhew us the Ne- 


ceſſity of ſuddenly and ſeaſonably altering our Mea- 
ſures. : if the ſame induſtrious Arts had been made 
Uſe of to procure us Plenty of Flax, as they have 
been thus ſurreptitiouſly to overſtock us with Flax- _ 
ſeed, we ſhould have been in a thriving, happy 
Condition; we ſhould then been enabled to increaſe 
and inlarge our Trade ; and given Employment to 
many thouſand idle, uſeleſs Hands, which now peſter 
us in the Streets, and are noiſome and troubleſome to 
«us, or ſtarving in the Country for Want of Employ- 
ment, ; | 

I ſhall beg leave to make one Remark more on 
this Head, and that is to remind us of a great Over- 
ſight, for in the Year 1734, Flax-ſeed were delivered 
at the Stores in Dublin at fs. per Buſhel as good, 
nay probably better than what has been brought 
in at 7s, for then thoſe Arts of deſignedly raiſing 
Short-Sced was not known : hence 1t will appear that 
the Country has got upwards of 20,000/. within 
theſe 7 Years extravagantly, How much F 1 (99 
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Sum would have encouraged the Raiſing of, I 
ſhall not take Time to calculate : but am of Opinion, 
it is more than will be paid in Premiums for manu- 
factured Flax, theſe 20 Years to come, altho' 10s. 
a hundred Premium were to be allowed for it. 

How miſerably ſhort-ſighted then have we been 
hitherto who have given ſuch vaſt Encouragements 


which tends to our preſent Loſs, and future Ruin, 


and farally neglecting that which only would be of 
Advantage and inlarge our Trade, which will in- 
fallibly raiſe the Price of Land ; which will un- 
avoidably bring in Stock; andStock induſtriouſly and 
judiciouſly managed, betters and improves Land 
and makes it more valuable. 

In Order to make good this Aſſertion, there needs 


| only be put this plain Queſtion, Whether is it of 
more Advantage to the publick, for us to agree 


to give 10s. a hundred, that is rol. a Tun for good 
Flax, which in a Medium will yield 2 30. Value in 
Linnen-Cloath, and give a Year's Employment to 30 
Perſons; than to give 10. for bad Flax-ſeed by 
which we muſt loſe 7 or 81. in the Sale, or dif- 


appoint the Perſon in his Crop of Flax, into whoſe 


Hands it may fall. Or further, whether is it more 
advantageous to give theſe or larger Premiums for 
Flax, than to beſtow Money as chearfully as we 
do, for ſpinning Wheels, Thouſands of which lie 
idle, and are ſpoiling for Want of Uſe in the Garrets 
or Out-houſes of Gentlemen, becauſe they have 
neither material nor proper Perſons to employ them ; 
and here we may very reaſonably enquire after 
Spinning-Wheels, there being about 7000 of them 
given away annually in the three afore-mentioned 
Provinces ; how are they employed? When there is 
not the leaſt Sign of either Linnen-Cloath or Yarn, 
eſpecially in Dublin Market produced from them; 
altho* appropriated to the ſole Uſe and Encourage- 
ment of the Linnen Manufacture, wy 
18 
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This is ſaid to ſhew the Fruitleſſneſs of the Mea- 
fures we have hitherto purſued, and to point out to 
us, What great Neceflity there 1s for us to alter 
them. beter | 

IJ am fully ſatisfied that both Flax and Flax-Seed 
can be raiſed in Ireland to as great Perfection as 
any where, provided the Seed is ſown in Ground 


well choſe and fitly prepared; duly taken Care of, 


and the Flax properly manufactured, but as this 
Kind of Huſbandry requires more Induſtry and 
Labour than we are generally poſſeſſed of ; and 
likewiſe more Expence ; takes up more time before 
it is turned into Money, than our Abilities can 
afford; we muſt then if we earneſtly intend to bring 
this Scheme into Execution give great Encourage- 
ments ere we can expect to make any great Pro- 
greſs in the Quantity of our Flax, or come to 
any great Perfection in its Quality or the Goodneſs 
of the Seed. 


What have we then to do, but unanimouſly to 


agree to give ſuch Premiums upon each Hundred 


Weight of ſound, well-coloured, ruft Flax, brought 
into the appointed Stores or Markets as may fa- 
cilitate all difficulties which lie in the Way; and 
thereby make it worth the while for Men of Sub- 
ftance, Honeſty and Induſtry to embark in Flax- 


Huſbandry ; to allow them proper Utenſils and | 
Conv:niericies, and to take off their Hands under 
ſome Reſtrictions their Produce of Seed. — Sir 


Richard Ford's Advice to the Merchants belonging 


to the African Company, in my Opinion is very | 


applicable to us at this Juncture, viz. That as they 


were ſettling one of the beſt Trades that belonged 
to the Nation, they ſhould endeavour to gain their 
Point, and not differ for ſmall Matters. | 
It is an old but a juſt Obſervation, that we don't 

follow any Thing heartily, except there are Views 


of 
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of Intereſt to allure us: Publick Spirit is not eaſily 
to be met with now a-days : therefore I ſhall not 
take upon me to ſay what may be a ſufficient En- 
couragement. But if duc Regard be had to the Ad- 
vantages which Flax-Huſbandry is capable of con- 
ferring, 1ſt, To the extending our Trade by branch- 
ing it out into ſeveral Manufactures we are yet Stran- 
gers to; 2dly, To the vaſt Numbers of additional 
Hands it will employ; gdly, To the Money it will 
keep in the Kingdom, now laid out in fore! 
Markets in Flax and Flax-Seed; 4th, To the Money 
it will bring into the Kingdom for the Goods we ex- 
port ; 5th, To the baniſhing of Idleneſs, by furniſh- 
ing ſuch with Material to work upon ; 6th, To pre- 
vent Abuſes committed by Contractors or poor 
Flax- ſeed-growers; and 7th, To the multiplying the 
Number of the Rich by making their landed Eſtates, 
' infinitely more valuable, if they have but Courage 
to engage, and Patience to wait the Iſſue. 
This darling Project of raiſing Flax in this King- 
dom is ſo worthy of our Regard that I ſhall beg 
leave to dwell a little longer on ſo promiſing a Sub- 
ject in Order to incite us to this Duty by enumerating 
ſome of the good Effects, which Premiums have 
always had amongſt us even in our Memory. : 
iſt. In the Year 1722, the Truſtees for the 
Linnen-Manufacture gave a Premium for fine Lin- 
nens made in Imitation of Dutch Hollands, which 
has had ſuch an extraordinary Effe& that it is 
thought we have now too many of them. 

2d, The ſaid Truſtees in the Years 1734, 1735, 
and 1736, gave a Premium of only 3“. a Tunn 
for Flax brought to their Stores in Dablin, which 
occaſioned about 30 Tuns to come in altho' Flax- 
Huſbandry was but little known at that Time. 

3d. The Dublin Society's and Doctor Madden's 
Premiums have had ſurprizing Effects: And yet all 
the ſeveral Improvements in Agriculture and Manu- 
factures are not comparable to the Scheme of pro- 


curing 


per Hundred or 10). per Tunn for as much of the 
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curing Plenty of Flax, which I recommend having 
already taken Notice of the Fertility of our Lands, 
and how capable they are for raiſing excellent 
Flax and Flax-Seed, when duly choſe and 
fitly prepared : it cannot poſſibly be underſtood that 


J am againſt continuing the encouraging of them 


in this Kingdom, but what I am chiefly againſt is 
giving the Undertakers ſo great a Latitude, and alſo 
or reſtraining them from turning thoſe Encourage- 
ments which was deſigned for a general Good 
into ſelfiſh, ſcandalous Jobbs : We are (Thanks to 
his moſt ſacred Majeſty) in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Ap- 
pointments that we are able to carry on and bring 
to bear both theſe Articles, if it is not our own 
Faults ; but however I muſt needs ſay, that Flax 
deſerves our greateſt Attention, as it is productive 
of moſt good, and greater Encouragement, as it 
requires more Skill, more Labour and more Ex- 
pence. 5 

I own myſelf very incapable to form a Scheme 
proper to effectuate this, it being of ſo great Con- 
ſequence that it requires the Wiſdom of the Le- 
giſlature, to conſider of Ways and Means, as well as 
their Countenance and Encouragement to carry it on, 


To whom therefore I heartily recommend it. 
There are allo ſeveral other Matters which relate 


to the Improvement of the Linnen- Manufacture, 


which I ſhall take upon me to remind you of by 


Way of Quere, viz. 3 
Firſt. Whether it will not be for the Advantage of 
this Kingdom to diſtribute annually amongſt the poor 
Natives 6000 Barrels of Flax- Seed, and to encourage 
the raiſing of 2000 Barrels, and no more on Contract, 
the Contractors engaging to manufacture their Pro- 
duce on ſuch Premiums as are hereafter mentioned, 
under proper Reſtrictions and Regulations? 
Secondly. Whether it will not be a ſovereign 
Good to this Kingdom to allow a Premium of 10s. 


beft 
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beſt Sort of Flax, and another Premium of 86. for 
the ſecond beſt, and alſo another Premium of 35. 
for the 3d Sort, for as much Flax of the different 
Sortments aforeſaid, as can be procured of the 
Growth of this Kingdom. Since there is not a Poſ- 
ſibility that we can be over- ſtocked with ruff Material? 
Memorandum, This Article to be maturely con- 
ſidered. 
Thirdly. The Act made the iſt of his preſent 
Majeſty to regulate the Breadths of Linnens and 
Diapers, hath not any Penalty to inforce it, dene 
fore hitherto been eluded. 

94. Whither this Law ought not to be . 
ſince there are great Complaints and Jul: Grieyances 
againſt this Practice ? 

Fourthly. The Act of the 13th. of his ſaid 
: Majeſty againſt narrow Linnens is not extenſive 
enough: for it is calculated only for the City and Li- 
berties of Dublin: ſo that all Linnens made contrary 
to this Act may be ſhipped off at other Ports with 
Impunity. Q. Should not this be amended ? 

Fifthly. The laſt mentioned Act takes. no Notice 
of Linnens being narrow under 14 hundred, which is 
the main Bulk of the Linnen Trade, therefore coarſe 
Linnens are abominably faulty. Q. Conſidering 
ho much greater Quantity of coarſe Linnens than 
the Fine is vended, which is the greater Abuſe ? 
Stb Qu, Why the Acts of Parliament require five 
Members of the Linnen Board to decide Matters 
of Complaint, when the ſaid Laws give a Power 
to one Juſtice of the Peace to hear and finally to de- 
termine in all ſuch Caſes. 

' »th Qu. Whether there is not a Neceſſity for a 
Law againſt Manufacturers ſhooting down or mix- 

ing fine Linnen Cloth with Tow Yarn, this is of 
late much practiſed, and ſeems to be owing to the 

Scarcity of Flax: But if not put a ſtop to, will moſt 
ee main that ne of Trade, 9s Cloth Wen 
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fo weak by this Practice that it cannot ſtand the 
Bleaching. 

81h. Black Soap paying 85. 64. a Hundred Duty 
and Exciſe, and French and Spaniſh Reeds, 8 5.2 d. a 
Thouſand on Importation, and both theſe Articles 
exceedingly uſeful in the Linnen Manufacture. 2. 
Whether we ſhould not endeayour to have thoſe 
Duties taken off? 
9th. As much Time is ſpent idly byLinnen Wea- 
vers at Fairs, Patterns, Races, Cock-F ightings 
and Holy Days obſerved in the Popiſh Church, 
which is a Means to enhance the Price Tf our Lin- 
nens. Qu. Whether is it not adviſeable to make an 
Act to reſtrain that Liberty? Becauſe the Time of 
labouring Men is the greateſt Native Commodity 
of N Country where eee are carried 
en. 
20th. The Act of the 13th. of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty King George, which orders all Reeds made 


uſe of by 'Linnen ' Weavers in making Yard-wide 


Linnens ſhall ' be forty Inches, which is found by 
Experience to be too narrow, to produce Cloth 36 In- 
ches when bleached: 2. Whether ought not this 
to be amended and made 41 Inches? 


lith. As Drogheda is a weekly Market for Coarſe | 


Linnens of three Quarters, and three Quarters and | 


a Half wide, and very great Quantities of ſaid Lin- 
nens vended there which are much complained of | 
for want of Breadth : Oz. Whether that Market | 
Which is ſo conſiderable ſhould not be inſpected into | 
_ a ſworn Meaſurer, and a Seal Maſter appointet | 
. | | 


1265. As all Tickens, 7" BREAELI ſtriped Linnens 


of all Kinds, Diapers, Huckabacks, both Tabling 


and Napkening, and Sheetings, are all made too 
narrow, and great complained of both by Buyers 
and Sellers, and therefore ſtands in great need of 


Redreſs. Qs. Whether all Frauds in theſe Manu- 
factures which the Laws in Force can't prevent, 


cught 
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ought not to be puniſhed with great Severity, by 
making publick Example of thoſe that tranſ- 

- | 6h 
* 13th. As it manifeſtly appears, that the Fines im- 

ſed on the Lappers are but few of them paid. 
2%. Whether the Cloth ſo fined, ſhould not be 
detained till the Fine 1s paid, as the Lapper 1s at 
ſo great a Diſtance, and not to be come at, becauſe 
the Owner is the greateſt Gainer, and muſt know of 
the Fraud. 

14th. Whether after the Diſtribution of the 
Bounty Flax Seed, the Names of the reſpective Per- 
ſons to whom ſuch Seeds are granted, with their 
Counties and the Places of their Abode reſpective- 
ly. ſhou'd not to be annually printed, ſo as to give 
fuch People Notice, in Order to prevent Seed be- 
ing procured under fictitious Names, and to pro- 
cure an equal Diſtribution. 
\ To conclude, if this ſmall undigeſted Undertaking 
meets with any Countenance, it will give Encourage- 
ment to offer ſome Thoughts in relation to the 


Hempen Manufacture which ought not to be ne- 
| 8 | 
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